GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Tuesday, 24th January 2017 at 3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy, John Duffy, 




Martin Mulleady and Luie McEntire.                                          

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer.




Mr. Aidan Naughton, Senior Executive Engineer.




Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.






MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, the Minutes 
of Meetings of Granard Municipal District held on the 22nd November 2016  

were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES..
None.
CATHAOIRLEACH

Councillor M. Carrigy stated that, as agreed by the Members following the 2014 Local Elections, Councillor P.J. Reilly will take over as Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District from today’s meeting.

Councillor Carrigy spoke regarding his term as Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District.  He stated that it had been a privilege to serve as Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District and thanked the Elected Members;  John Brannigan; the Municipal District support staff; I.T. staff; Rosemary Gaynor, Branch Librarian and the Meetings Administrator for their help and assistance.  Councillor Carrigy thanked the local media – the Longford Leader and Shannonside Radio - for their coverage of the Municipal District meetings during the previous six months.  

The Members of the Municipal District congratulated the outgoing Cathaoirleach on his term.     

Councillor Reilly stated that he will work ardently for the Municipal District during his term as Cathaoirleach.   He extended best wishes to the outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Michael Carrigy.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement were extended to Brian Connaire.

ELECTION OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Michael Carrigy be elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District.

As there was no other nomination, Councillor Carrigy was, thereby, elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District until the Annual Meeting in 2017.

The Members joined in wishing Councillors Reilly and Carrigy every success during their term of office as Cathaoirleach and Leas Cathaoirleach.

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff joined with the elected Members in congratulating Councillors Reilly and Carrigy.  He wished them well in the year ahead and offered his full support and that of all the staff during their term of office.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014- 2020 (LEADER)
Adrian Greene, Chief Executive Officer, Longford Community Resources gave a 
comprehensive presentation in relation to the roll-out of the Rural Development Programme 
2014- 2020 (LEADER) and replied to queries raised.  Adrian asked for the support of the 
members in promoting the Programme.

2016 ANNUAL REPORT

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Draft Municipal District Report for inclusion in Longford County Council 2016 Annual report, as circulated.  
AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
Aidan Naughton, Acting Senior Executive Engineer, gave details of the Area Engineers Progress Report and replied to queries raised on the following issues –

· Winter Maintenance Plan.

· Bridge at Drumhaldry.

· Work at the Old School in Drumish.

· Works on the Four Walls Bridge.
· Funding for Local Improvement Schemes  -  On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor P. Brady it was unanimously agreed that the following recommendation be submitted to the February meeting of Longford County Council –

“That Longford County Council writes to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
requesting additional funding for Local Improvement Schemes.”
TOWN TEAM INITIATIVE.
J. Brannigan stated that as part of the Regeneration Initiative, there is a requirement for each Municipal District to nominate a Town within their district to pilot a Town Team. It was agreed by the Corporate Policy Group that this item be referred to each of the Municipal Districts.

The members stated that they are not in agreement with the Town Team Initiative.

However, on the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was agreed that Drumlish be nominated to participate in the Town Team Initiative. It was further agreed that a request be made that Granard  also be considered for participation in the Town Team Initiative. 
TAKING IN CHARGE OF BOTHARI NA gCARRAIGE BALLINALEE, 
CO. LONGFORD.

On the proposal of Councillor Michael Carrigy seconded by Councillor Pauric Brady, it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of Bothari Na gCarraige Ballinalee, 
Co. Longford.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF MASTERSONS CLOSE, ABBEYLARA.

On the proposal of Councillor Pauric Brady seconded by Councillor Michael Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of Masterson Close, Abbeylara, Co. Longford.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF WOODLAND PARK, CULLYFAD, LONGFORD.

It was unanimously agreed to defer this item.  
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Public Lighting on the Bracklin Road, Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor J. Duffy-
“I call on Longford County Council to extend the public lighting on the Bracklin  Road, Edgeworthtown as far as the entrance to Chestnut View.”

A.  McKeon stated that the policy is not to put up new lighting as there is no budget at this time.  Councillor Carrigy’s request will be held on file.  A costing will be carried out in the interim. 
Play Area at the Sports Field in Lisryan.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  P.J. Reilly  -

“I call on Longford County Council to apply for funding to install a play area at the Sports Field in Lisryan.”

It was confirmed that the Council will apply for a Play Area for Lisryan under the next round  of CLAR funding.

Low Cost Safety Scheme at 
the Ballymore GAA Grounds in Ballybrien, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly –
“I call on Longford County Council to apply for a Low Cost Safety Scheme at the Ballymore GAA Grounds in Ballybrien, Granard.”

A. Naughton confirmed that an application for a Low Cost Safety Scheme at this location will be included in the 2018 Applications.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Correspondence dated 12th January 2017 received from An Garda 
Siochana in relation to the provision of a Garda Superintendent in the Granard district was noted.

Correspondence dated 12th January 2017 received from Bus Eireann regarding safety issues at school bus stops was considered by the members.      The members to email Anne Lee the locations of School Bus stops which need attention.
AOB.

Flashing Speed Indicator Lights.

J. Brannigan confirmed that the Flashing Speed Indicator Lights will be installed in Mullinalaghta initially and will then be moved to various locations in the Municipal District.

Lakelands Brand.
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady that a letter be forwarded to Minister Shane Ross requesting that County Longford should be included in any initiative designed to promote “Lakelands Ireland” brand. 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McGivney family, Granardkille on the death of Jennie.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Farrell family, Ballinalee on the death of Paddy.

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended Bridget Murtagh, Clonelly, Moyne on the death of her brother, Charlie.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
28th March 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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